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NEW DETAILS TEXAS RIDE-HAILING LAW 


New state rules 
bring savings 
for Uber, Lyft 


Austin regulations 
levied bigger fees on 
ride-hailing companies. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


Ride-hailing companies such as 
Uber and Lyft will pay the state 
$10,500 a year each to operate 
in Texas, and just $7,500 in sub- 
sequent years, under rules that 
went into effect Dec. 1. 

That statewide figure amounts 
to less than 2 percent of the 
$560,000 that Austin collected 
from about a half-dozen ride-hail- 
ing companies combined during 
the fiscal year that ended Sept. 
30. Other cities had even larger 
fees meant to cover the expense 
of regulating the industry. 

Austin and those other Texas 
cities ceased to get such fees — cal- 
culated at 1 percent of each com- 
pany’s gross sales in Austin — on 
May 29 when Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed House Bill 100 into law and 
local governments could no lon- 
ger regulate ride-hailing services. 

That new statewide fee is 


supposed “to cover the costs of 
administering” ride-hailing over- 
sight throughout Texas. The state 
Department of Licensing and 
Regulation, tasked with writing 
those rules under HB 100 and 
keeping an eye on the compa- 
nies, says it will add the equiv- 
alent of a new full-time worker 
and another part-timer to accom- 
plish that task. 

“That’s totally inadequate, just 
ajoke,” said David Butts, an Aus- 
tin political consultant who ran 
a successful campaign in spring 
2016 to defeat a proposed city 
ordinance, put on the ballot by 
Uber and Lyft, that would have 
replaced a city law the compa- 
nies didn’t like. When that bal- 
lot issue failed, Uber and Lyft 
went to the Legislature, which 
passed HB 100 to override local 
laws from Austin, Houston and 
other Texas cities. 

Susan Stanford, aspokeswoman 
for the Licensing and Regulation 
Department, said the fee level was 
based on the expectation that 10 
to 13 ride-hailing companies will 


Rules continued on A4 


INFORMING VOTERS 2018 CONGRESSIONAL RACES 


9 now challenging 
Rep. Farenthold 


GOP congressman used 
taxpayer money to 
settle harassment suit. 


By Johnathan Silver 
jsilver@statesman.com 


Five Republicans and four 
Democrats are challenging U.S. 
Rep. Blake Farenthold, R-Cor- 
pus Christi, who used taxpayer 
dollars to settle a sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit brought by a for- 
mer staffer and is now under 
investigation by the House Eth- 
ics Commission. 

The beleaguered four-term 
lawmaker came under fire after 
a Dec. 1 Politico report revealed 
he had settled a sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit with $84,000 in 
government funds. Farenthold 
used a Congressional Office of 
Compliance account to pay Lau- 
ren Greene, his former commu- 
nications director, according to 
Politico. 

When the news broke of how 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, 
R-Corpus 
Christi, is under 
investigation 
by the House. 


ALSO INSIDE 
» U.S. Rep. Trent Franks resigns 
amid surrogate scandal, A4 


Farenthold had settled the suit, 
he had only one Republican chal- 
lenger who had filed for the March 
primary: Michael Cloud, a for- 
mer Victoria County Republican 
Party chairman. Two Democrats 
— Eric Holguin and Rene Pena — 
also had filed. Other candidates 
were interested at the time but 
had not filed. 

Now on the Republican side, 
Cloud is joined by Corpus Christi 
mediator Jerry Hall and former 
Texas Water Development Board 
Chairman Bech Bruun. Republi- 
cans Christopher Mapp and Eddie 
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NATION & WORLD, A2 
Across Muslimworld, 
protests against U.S. 


Demonstrators clash with Israeli 
forces over Trump’s Jerusalem 
decree; in Jordan, marchers call 
U.S.“the head of the snake.” 


SPORTS, Cl 


CENTRAL TEXAS WEATHER 


HEISMAN 
FAVORITE 


Lake Travis cheers Baker Mayfield 
to top of college football world 


AUSTIN360, E1 


WIZARDING SCHOOL 
OFFERS MAGIC ALL 
YEAR FOR ‘HARRY 
POTTER’ FANS 


Snowstorm in Austin 
brings joy and havoc 


Experts surprised by biggest Schools, universities shutter; 
stretch of MoPac closed; 130 
flights canceled or delayed. 


snowstorm to hit Central 
and South Texas since 1985. 


Addison Simmons (left), 11, and her brother, Andrew, 6, have asn 


™ i- 


DA A 
owball fight in their pajamas Friday at Circle 


C Metro Park after their school district declared a weather day. Austin-Bergstrom International Airport 
recorded its first measurable snowfall in almost seven years, with 1.3 inches. RALPH BARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


By Nolan Hicks and Andrea Ball 
nhicks@statesman.com 
aball@statesman.com 


Ashley Gaytan was working at 
Big Rob’s Burger in Kyle when 
her husband called Thursday. 

“Are you seeing this?” he asked. 

“I don’t know,” she answered. 
“What am I supposed to be see- 
ing?” 

Snow. Big, fat, white snow- 
flakes. Gaytan, who moved with 
her family from New Mexico to 
Austin earlier this year, didn’t 
think she’d ever see snow in Cen- 
tral Texas. But when she did, it 
delighted her. 

“] just kind of stood outside in 
it,” Gaytan said. “I think this is 
my welcome to Texas.” 

It came in flakes and then in 
flurries. At first it melted in the air 
and then on the ground. Then it 
began to stick. A dusting became 
atenth of an inch, which grew to 
a fifth and then half of an inch. 

By Friday morning in the small 
Bastrop County town of Rosanky, 
4.5 inches of snow had fallen; 
Kyle measured 3 inches; and Aus- 
tin-Bergstrom International Air- 
port recorded its first measurable 
snowfall in almost seven years, 
clocking 1.3 inches. 


Snowstorm continued on A5 


NATION & WORLD, A3 
N.M. school gunman 
was onthe FBI's radar 


William Atchison, 21, who posed 
as an Aztec High student before 
killing two students, was asked 
about mass shooting post online. 


pan See 


Snow covers trees Friday in Cedar Creek. From Austin, the 
snowstorm stretched south and east, spanning nearly the entire 
length of the Texas coast. NELL CARROLL / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


TOP SNOWFALL TOTALS IN CENTRAL TEXAS 
The highest snowfall totals among counties in the region: 
Bastrop County: Rosanky, 4.5 inches 


Blanco County: Blanco, 1 inch 


Caldwell County: Luling, 2.5 inches 
Fayette County: La Grange, 2 inches 

Hays County: Kyle and Wimberley, 3 inches 
Travis County: Onion Creek, 1.8 inches 
Williamson County: Coupland, 0.8 inches 


METRO & STATE, B1 
Jerry Patterson torun 
against George P. Bush 


Former Texas land commissioner 
seeks to reclaim his old post, 
slamming Bush over handling of 
General Land Office and Alamo. 
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Custom Plantation Shutters MADE RIGHT HERE! 


Save with Factory Direct Pricing! 


Read our 5 star reviews online and 
visit our beautiful showroom or 


oa Wing 


yA 


e America’s best built shutter 
backed by a lifetime warranty 


call for a free in-home consultation 


10321 Burnet Road 


One mile north of 183, behind Lighting Inc. 


e Arched Window Experts 


— e Widest assortment of louver a : 
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 ° Sat 10-4 


sizes and options available 
e Fastest Delivery- Often HALF 
the time of the competition! 


Best Time@o Buy! 
Ask about our limited time 
special offer on shutters 


512-836-3388 


Since 1981 www.AustinWindowFashions.com 


